A& T Students Launch ‘Sit. Do'w;zrﬁf Deniand
For Service At Downtown unch Counter’

\Woolworth Made Target
For ‘Demonstration Here
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A group of 20 N Negro students from A&T College
occupied luncheon tounter seats, without being served,
at the downtown F. W. Woolworth Co. store:late this
morning—starting what th ey declared would be a gmv--
ing-movement.

The group declared double that
number mli take places al the
counters [omorrow,

Employes of Woolworih Dﬁd
| not serve the group and they
sat from 10:30 a.m, until alter
noon, While customers contin-
uéd to sit and gel service,
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Clarence Harris, Woolworth
manager, replied-"No comment"
to all gquestions concerning the
“*sit<down'’ move about Wool-
worth custom, and aboul whal
he planned to do.

Today's 20-man action [ollowed
appearance at 4:J0 p.m. yester-
day of Tour Yreshmen from Scott
Hall at A&T who sat cdown and
* |stayed, without service, unlil the
store :ln:lstd at 3:30 p.m. '!

Student spokesmen said they!
—tare seeking luncheon  cOUnier)
service, and. will increase theiri

. nuthrs daily until_they get it.
- g L “Todav's group tame in at 10:10

s 7 . Y a.m. Each made a small pur-
STUDENTS BEGIN MOVEMENT: Shown are four clared is for ending discrimination against Negroes |chase one counter over from the

of the 20 A&T College students who sat down, with- there. They are, left to right, Joseph McXNeil and |luncheon -counter, then sat inj
- out being served, at the luncheon counters of F, \V. Franklin McLain, two of the four leaders in the move-_ |groups of three or four as spaces
__Woolworth-Coe. teday—to start-a movement—thevde= ment, and Billv Smith and Clarence Henderson. became vacant.

T . There was no disturbance-and
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groups. Some students pulled

oul books and appeared lo be
studying.
Page 1—SectionB B — -~ - - —Tuesday, February 2, 1960°| The group today wrote to the
president of Woonlworth asking “a
firm stand to 'Eliﬂiﬂﬂjf_lhiﬁ,_diﬁ;i
crimination,” and signed the let-
ter a5 members of the Student
| Executive Committee for Justice. |
Spokesmen. Franklin McLain
and Ezell Blair Jr. stated that
the group is seeking luncheon
counter service and will continue
[its push "several days, several
weeks , , . until somtething Is
dnnt - g

i Both declared thr movement

a student one, with no I::al:iung
from National Assn. for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People.
They said they expect they could
couit on NAACP backing if
_Lnteﬂaﬂ, The move s nol school
|connected, they added, bul they
{hope to encourage more students
o participate and hope that-Ben-
|nett College students will juini
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| Four [uders who were at-
| Woalworths ye!lerdly and
'I agaln today, were named as

McLain, of Washington; Blair
| of Greensboro; David Rich-
mond, Greensboro, and Joseph
McNeill, Wilmington, all fresh-
men. They said today's group
came chiefly from Scott Hall at
The college.

Blair' declared thal Negro
adults *have been complacent
Tand—fearfol™ He declared 1S

time [or someone to wake up and
“[chang® the situation '._TT:FEI-_WE
decided to start here." - .

McLain s3id no etonamic boy-
cott is planned, ‘*We like to spend
our money here, -but we I:z'gt to

spend il at- thé lunch cougiér as
well as the counter next to it."
Dr. Gmrge C. Simkins A il

head of the local chapter of
NAACP, said ‘that organization
had no knowledge of the move-
(ment prsor 4o ks arising spon-
|1:1|'|-r:|:|m|5|.1.r He said the group is
100 per cent behind the idea, and
“if any legal acffon arises as a|
result, the NAACP is prepared to
back the group,”




